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Conference & Events Chapter

ACCREDITATION

There are three categories within SAACI’s Conferencing & Events Chapter:

LEVEL 1

SAACI Accredited Conference Organiser 

LEVEL 2

SAACI Accredited Professional Conference Organiser 

LEVEL 3

SAACI Accredited International Conference Organiser 

Conference Organisers are accredited through Grant Thornton based on the following criteria: 

· Experience

· Range of services provided

· Level of support infrastructure
Who can be Re-Accredited?

Only PCOs that are currently accredited PCOs, and whose accreditation has not yet expired.

Why Go Through A Re-ACCREDITATION?

The SAACI Accreditation process is becoming more widely known in the industry, and more clients will be insisting on dealing only with accredited PCOs in future. Accreditation lends credibility to your operation.

What are the Options?

A PCO can either be re-accredited at the same level or apply for an upgrade to the next level.

What will it cost?

The SAACI Conferencing and Events Chapter negotiated a discount with Grant Thornton for re-accreditation. Re-accreditation will cost 65% of the fee for a new accreditation. Upgrades will cost the same as re-accreditations, e.g. if a Level 2 PCO wants to upgrade to Level 3, the fee for upgrading to Level 3 will be R2 668. Fees are indicated below:

Level 1  - new accreditation R1482 incl VAT – re-accreditation R963 incl VAT

Level 2  - new accreditation R2850 incl VAT – re-accreditation R1 853 incl VAT

Level 3 - new accreditation R4218 incl VAT – re-accreditation R2 668 incl VAT

What will the process entail?

For new and re-accreditations, the process from enquiry to accreditation entail the following actions by Grant Thornton:

1. Receive enquiry and forward application documents 

2. Receive completed application documentation with indication of Level to be accredited at

3. Briefly review documentation to assess whether it is the appropriate level

4. Invoice PCO

5. Receive payment from PCO

6. Assess and score application (including checking references)

7. For Level 2 and 3, set up site visit

8. Do site visit

9. Finalise scoring based on site visit

10. Send e-mail to committee chairperson and secretary to inform about new accreditation

11. Send PCO a letter stating accreditation status

It is expected that quite a number of PCOs will apply for re-accreditation at the same time. Therefore Grant Thornton has agreed that re-accreditations will be done in batches. This will also result in site visits being combined for PCOs operating outside Gauteng. Grant Thornton will process no fewer than 10 and no more than 20 applications per batch. The following deadlines will apply:
Batch 1 – 28 February for final accreditation by 31 March

Batch 2 – 31 March for final accreditation by 30 April

Batch 3 – 30 April for final accreditation by 31 May

Batch 4 (if required) – 31 May final accreditation by 30 June 

How long is the Re-Accreditation valid for?

5 years
Who can you contact for more information?

Marga van der Merwe at Grant Thornton, Tel: 011 3224705 or e-mail mvdmerwe@gt.c.za
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